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Why is Freedom of the Press Important? 

 

What is freedom of the press? According to our First Amendment, there are 

five basic freedoms guaranteed to the public, which are freedom of religion, 

freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly, and freedom to 

petition the government. Freedom of the press allows the media and other 

publishers to publish without any restrictions or control of the government. 

Having freedom of the press enables people to gather information and news 

from a wide range of sources that are not restricted or controlled by the 

government. This also helps people to form their own opinions, thoughts, and 

informed decisions about any topic by creating quotes, protests, opinions, and 

assemblies. Without freedom of the press, the government would deliver false 

information or withhold information from the public. For example, they could use 

propaganda to make the people believe in what might not be actually true. Also, 

even though you want to form your opinion and share it with the public, you can’t 

do that because you don’t know what consequences are going to happen. 

We are a democratic country and freedom of the press is crucial to the 

foundation of our democracy. Thomas Jefferson once wrote, “a well-informed 

electorate is a prerequisite to democracy”. This means that an informed electorate, 

which is very similar to freedom of the press is important to a democratic country 

like us because the voice of people depends on how much freedom of the press a 

country has. Limiting freedom of the press means limiting people’s voices. One of 



the main reasons why we broke away from Great Britain and became our own 

country was because we wanted freedom, especially the freedom of the press. We 

wanted the freedom to practice our own religions, faiths, and interests which made 

us into a democratic country.  

Because there are so many sources, having freedom of the press might create 

too many different perspectives which makes it harder for people to come to an 

agreement or opinion. Even though it might seem overwhelming, it is for our 

benefit to know all sides of what is going on in our national and international 

affairs. We are very lucky to be in a country that allows freedom of the press. 

Countries who have strict restrictions with their press such as North Korea, China, 

Vietnam, Turkmenistan, have the government controlling the press which causes 

the people to have limited awareness about their government and their country. 

They can’t form their own opinions on things because they are tight on sources, 

information, news, and much more. Even though they have sources, they don’t 

know if it is true because the government is controlling the press. Here in the 

United States, we can search things up on the internet knowing that articles, news, 

shows, are not controlled by the government. I feel very lucky to be in a 

community which allows freedom of the press. 

All five freedoms which include freedom of the press make us who we are in 

our country. The United States of America was created for freedom and liberty. 

Our country is a free country that listens to everyone. Freedom of the press is a big 

part of what makes us who we are so that we can have our own individuality.  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 


